FATHERS AND CHILDREN
to her, but with a wave of his hand gave it up
in despair.
Arina Vlasyevna was a genuine Russian
gentlewoman of the olden times; she ought to
have lived two centuries before, in the old
Moscow days. She was very devout and
emotional; she believed in fortune - telling,
charms, dreams, and omens of every possible
kind; she believed in the prophecies of crazy
people, in house-spirits, in wood-spirits, in
unlucky meetings, in the evil eye, in popular
remedies, she ate specially prepared salt on
Holy Thursday, and believed that the end of
the world was at hand ; she believed that if on
Easter Sunday the lights did not go out at
vespers, then there would be a good crop of
buckwheat, and that a mushroom will not grow
after it has been looked on by the eye of man ;
she believed that the devil likes to be where
there is water, and that every Jew has a blood-
stained patch on his breast; she was afraid
of mice, of snakes, of frogs, of sparrows, of
leeches, of thunder, of cold water, of draughts,
of horses, of goats, of red-haired people, and
black cats, and she regarded crickets and dogs
as unclean beasts; she never ate veal, doves,
crayfishes, cheese, asparagus, artichokes, hares,
nor water-melons, because a cut water-melon
suggested the head of John the Baptist, and
in